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In 2015, the Alumnae celebrated 100 years of our Alumnae.

“Memories, Friends and Treasures” was written by Janina Muta

Berenyi’65, Beverly Shynal Greenwood’70 and Connie Beamer 

Prowse’69. 

Friday June 3, 2005

Reunion Day Celebrations included the unveiling of the showcase displaying

our uniforms and historical archives in the front lobby of St Joseph’s Hospital. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony by Sister Joan O’Sullivan ‘43, and Janina brought 

tears to many an eye. A luncheon was served at the hospital. The alumnae 

was given a climate controlled area in the hospital library. All the archival

pictures, albums, pins, rings, exams from the 1930’s and other treasures are 

housed there. Original period student uniforms have been washed, starched, 

and assembled for our display cabinet. Janina was involved in rescuing 

archival items from various areas including the Villa, executive members 

homes, etc. Items have been photographed, catalogued and preserved in 

the storage room. 

Janina produced many powerpoint presentations for our annual 

Reunion Day Celebrations, using our yearbooks, pamphlets, and 

historical material. She has arranged displays of large composite 

graduation photos as well as memorabilia from our archives. 

She has also spent time being the Reunion Day Photographer and 

operating the video equipment. During this time she was also the 

Raffle and Door Prize Coordinator for Reunion Day Celebrations. 

Prizes were used as a fundraiser for the Alumnae. She worked with 

Beverly Shynal Greenwood’70 purchasing gifts, wrapping them 

and setting up the display tables. You may remember Janina 

selling raffle tickets!

In 2011, our Alumnae celebrated 100 years for St Joseph’s School of 

Nursing. Janina contributed pictures and information for an archival 

calendar. She presented an archival powerpoint at Nursing Grand 

Rounds. She also organized an “Artist Corner” of handmade articles 

for Reunion day Celebration. Janina and Beverly set up a display of our

archives for the Sisters of St Joseph Tea and Tour of the Motherhouse 

hosted by Sister Virginia’45, Sister Ann Marshall’56 and Sister Joan 

O’Sullivan’43. 

In 2011, they also set up a similar display for the Tea held at 

St Joseph’s Healthcare Juravinski Tower, to commemorate the esact

day, September 8, 1911 of the official opening of the School of Nursing 

Janina also orchestrated an Archival Oral History Film Project of 

Sister Virginia Hanlon, Sister  Joan O’Sullivan (aka Sister Celestine, 

Sister Ann Marshall (aka Sister Maris Stella), Isobel Kerr, and Virginia 

Frere, done in celebration of the  100 years of S.J.S.N.A.A.

Janina organized the documentation of our books, legacy and contribution 

into the Canadian Catholic Hospital Digital History Book Collection. 

Janina and Connie spent time at the Sisters of St Joseph Convent working 

with the archivist there, gathering all School of Nursing documents. They 

then spent time with Winnie Doyle working to document our nursing 

history on the St Joseph’s Healthcare website. Janina, Connie and Karen 

Wilson Martin’69 worked on documenting the transition of our School of 

Nursing after 1978, to Mohawk College and then to the University 

Program. 

In 2016, initial funds for the Sisters “Comfort Fund” were donated by the class of 1965. This fund was 

renamed “Honouring the Sisters of St Joseph”. Janina administered the funds and arranged for the 

purchase and delivery of gifts to the nuns. Funds were used to honour special occasions such as 

birthdays, Christmas and personal needs. 

Recently she was involved with the website coordinator completing the graduation photos for the 

Alumnae website.  



1978                     DEKNATEL-AWARDS for O.R. EXCELLENCE (Long Island N. Y.)

Janina Berenyi was the recipient of this award sponsored by the Deknatel Suture Company for O.R. Excellent in 

North American Hospitals (Canada and the U.S.). Submissions were representative of Educational Advancements 

in St. Joseph’s Operating Room. These included criteria by which to measure the competency of the staff in keeping 

with Certification and Licensure. It also included a “flow sheet” of operations as they occurred throughout an 

operating room day.  Janina received  teaching books for the O.R.  plus $2,000 and a Birks Gift certificate

Janina was born in Normandy, France during World War 11. Her family immigrated  to Canada in a propeller airplane that caught on fire and crash landed in Iceland. 

Her family moved to Brantford, Ontario where she attended St John’s College. In 1962 she entered St Joseph’s School of Nursing Hamilton and graduated in the class 

of 1965. 

Janina was responsible for eliminating the Cuban heels from the normal student uniform. She wore a size 11 shoe and the largest Cuban heel size was a 10.  She was 

sent to Dr Hudecki, orthopedic surgeon at the time, who was instrumental in stopping the wearing of Cuban heels by students. 

In 1965 she completed the last few months of training in the O. R. and was hired by Sister Mary Daniel.

In 1966 – 1967 she did postgraduate studies at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal and management courses at McGill University

1970 she returned to St Joseph’s O.R. and worked as Charge Nurse of Neurosurgery Dept. 

1972 – 1992 she worked as Head Nurse and Educator in the Operating Room. 

1992 she worked as the Urology Charge Nurse. 

1995, 2000, and 2005, she was certified as a Canadian Perioperative Nurse CPN 

2002 she was asked by Infection Control to work in the Medical Device Reprocessing Department as the Education Coordinator to initiate a quality assurance program and upgrade the orientation program.  

The department became a Bench Mark for Canada. 

2003 she won an award from St Joseph’s Hospital for Excellence in Nursing in Mentoring of staff. 

She was involved in the implementation of an instrument tracking system in Medical Device Reprocessing Department.

2004 she was on the panel for Health Canada’s Scientific Panel  for 2 years to standardize medical device reprocessing in Canada. 

2006 Janina taught at Mohawk College in Continuing Education for Medical Device Reprocessing department and Post Graduate Program in the Operating Room. 

2008 she developed four semesters and 205 hours of theory for a certification program for medical device Reprocessing for Mohawk Continuing Education at McMaster health Sciences. 

She has been an active member of O.R.N.A.H.D. and St Joseph’s school of Nursing Alumnae association. 

Her biography was published 

in the S.J.S.N.A.A. newsletter in 2010. 

Margaret Peart                 Eva Staneff Janina Berenyi

Director of Nursing           O.R. Supervisor       O.R. Head Nurse   

Class of 1944                    Class of 1951           Class of 1965

2012 Janina received an award for her work in Infection Control at the World Operating Room Congress. 



1974 – 1976  Rose worked in Queensland Australia at Thursday Island Hospital  

and then at Caims Base Hospital as Charge Nurse. 

1976 – 1980  Rose worked at McMaster Medical Centre, Hamilton Ontario 

working in Obstetrics and Family Practice Medicine. 

1980 – 1982  Rose worked in the Canadian Armed Forces, in SLT Health Care

1980 – 1983  She worked with the College of Nurses of Ontario

1988 Rose is a member of the Council of the College of Nurses of Ontario

1988 – 1987 – 2003  Rose worked at Hamilton Health Sciences, Hamilton as a Nursing Information Specialist.

1998 Rose worked in Haiti with the World Health Organization for 2 months

2000 Rose worked under contract as a Nursing Informatics Specialist at the King Faisal Hospital, Abu Dhabi,              

United Arab Emirates

2003 – 2006  She worked as the Manager of Gynecology, Reproductive Medicine. 

2006 – 2007  Rose worked as the Manager of Royal Outpatient Clinics at King Faisal Hospital, Saudi Arabia

2008 2013  She worked as a Nursing consultant for building a new hospital at Sidra Hospital Doha Qatar,              

Arabia

2013 – 2014  Rose worked as a Clinical Consultant for Hamilton Health Sciences, Bay Area Health Trust

Interhealth Canada 

2014 – 2015  Rose was a member of the Reg. N. staff at the Kundi Family Medicine Clinic 

2020Rose  was the Reg. N. Placement Care Coordinator at the Home Instead Senior Care

2020 – 2021  Rose worked as a Reg. N. in the Covid Vaccination Clinics for Niagara Region Public Health 

2001 Rose joined the Alumnae Executive as a “Member at Large” 

2002 Rose presented a suggestion to set up a data base to centralize members information.

She also suggested the setting up of a S.J.S.N.A.A. website.

2003 The suggestion was to produce an Alumnae website with an initial cost of $3500.00

A survey was taken and over 50% of the Alumnae membership voted in favour of a  website for     

the Alumnae 

2004     An Ex-Officio member is a member of the Board of Directors from St Joseph’s Healthcare who      

also sits in on alumnae Executive meetings. They cannot vote and are more of a liaison              

between the St Joseph’s Health care and the S.J.S.N.A.A.

2004 Rose became the Website Coordinator. June 4, 2004 was the birth of our website www.sjsnaa .com

Graduates were invited to the inaugural launching at the Reunion Dinner.

The alumnae offered thanks to Rose’s vision and guidance to achieve this goal. 

2005 Rose served on the executive as Website maintenance,  Member at 

large and Recording Secretary.

2011 Rose served as the Raffle and door prize Coordinator 

2015 She was the Temporary Assistant to the President

She was involved with revamping policies and  also revision of 

the Constitution of the Alumnae

2016 Rose served as the Assistant Luncheon Coordinator

2018 – 2022  Rose served as the Vice President and also as the Raffle and 

Door Prize Coordinator. She was the M.C. at many Reunion Day

Luncheons and created a template for the role of Master of 

Ceremonies for Reunion day Celebrations. 

http://www.sjsnaa/


1979 Teresa convened a project to create and publish a recipe book using recipes 

donated by Alumnae members. The project was used as a fund raiser for the           

Alumnae.

1980 Cookbooks were sold for $3.50 each. The cost was $4.50 if the member wanted

the book mailed to them.  

2018 – 2022        Teresa joined the Alumnae Executive as the Reunion Day         

Luncheon Coordinator, working with Kathy Alexander Jackson’73

Recently Teresa worked with Kathy Jackson’73 and Patricia O’Neill’74 to revise the

Constitution and Terms of Reference documents for the Alumnae.

Teresa was also instrumental working with Patricia Faulkner Duxbury’66 

(membership secretary) in the redevelopment of our membership database. 

Teresa collecting luncheon tickets 2017

for the door prize draw  

Honorary Member Pins 2018

Teresa Maas’74, Jeannine Giavadoni Heil’65

Alumnae Cookbook 1979



Left to right

Lois Balfe, Marion Battey, Sue Smith, Maureen Davis, Lynn Chapman, Irene Turville, Isobel Farrell, Mary Jessop 

Ready for the Mother Daughter Tea           Graduation 1962 





GRADUATION DAY         OCTOBER 1, 1977

FRONT ROW:  Lori Browett Burns, Teresa Pollice, Sandra Lusk, Cheryl Greenlaw

BACK ROW:    Wendy Wannop Verticcio, Debbie Duffie, Caryl Jordan, Colleen Mitchell, Jill Sweeny

FROM THE CLASS OF 1977


